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The Human Body Contains 24 Chromosomes

All human cells (except sex cells) contain 24 chromosomes.

But the number of chromosomes varies among living organisms. Higher order
animals do not necessarily have more chromosomes than lower order animals. For
example, a gold�sh has about 100 chromosomes!

22 out of the 24 types are autosomes and are unrelated to gender. Each cell has two
copies of each autosome. Why two? Because one is inherited from the father
and the other from the mother.

The Human Body Contains 46 Chromosomes

All human cells (except sex cells) contain 46 chromosomes.

But the number of chromosomes varies among living organisms. Higher order
animals do not necessarily have more chromosomes than lower order animals. For
example, a gold�sh has about 100 chromosomes!

44 out of the 46 chromosomes in human cells are autosomes and are unrelated to
gender. These 44 chromosomes are a set of duplicate pairs—there are only 22
unique autosomes in the human body.
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